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Date: _____________________ 

Jim Crow Laws and Plessy v. Ferguson: 
Guided Notes 

 
Objective: I can _____________________________ the importance of several _______________ __________________ 
________________ and ____________________________________. 
Big Ideas: 

• ______________ _______________ ______________ were laws that legalized __________________________ 
in the United States.  

Essential Questions: 
• What was the ______________ ___________________ _______________________________________? 

• What were some major _____________________ and _______________________from the Civil Rights 
Movement? 

• How did they have an ____________________________on the movement? 
 
Anticipatory Set: Get a What is Democracy? Set of questions and write after we discuss as a class. 

 
Jim Crow: Origin 

The term “________________ ____________________” originated in an1830s ______________________ 
performed by a white ___________________________________show actor, “Daddy Rice.”   

In a ________________________________ portrayal of African Americans, Rice covered his face with 
______________________ _________________________ or ___________________ _______________ to 
resemble a _________________ _________________, and then sang and danced a routine in a 
_____________________________________________ _______________________________________. 

 
By the 1900s, the name Jim Crow was used to identify ___________________________ _______________ _______ 
_______________________________________ in the South that _____________________________ African 
Americans of their civil rights.  

 
Jim Crow: Laws 

Between ______________ and the mid-__________________s, Jim Crow laws were in effect and represented a 
series of ___________________, __________________________ laws with the purpose of keeping the races 
separated (___________________________________________).   

Blacks, and other minority groups were __________________to use _______________________ restrooms, 
water fountains, restaurants, waiting rooms, parks and swimming pools, libraries, hospitals, bus seats, and 
even cemeteries.    

Beyond the unfair laws, there was equally ________________________ _______________________ / 
_________________________________ expected of African Americans, based on the misconception that Blacks 
were intellectually and culturally ________________________________ to Whites.  

 
 
Examples of Jim Crow; Etiquette 1870s-1960s 

Jim Crow etiquette prescribed that Blacks were ____________________________ to Whites, never Whites to 
Blacks. For example: "Mr. Peters (the White person), this is Charlie (the Black person), that I spoke to you about."  
Whites did not use _________________ ________________________ of __________________________ when 
referring to Blacks (i.e. Mr., Mrs., Miss., Sir, or Ma'am). Instead, Blacks were called by their ______________ 
_____________________.  Blacks, however, had to use courtesy titles when referring to Whites and were not 
__________________________________ to call them by their first names.  



People of different races were ______________________from ________________________ side by side when 
traveling (i.e. on buses and trains) and white motorists had the right-of-way at all ________________________.  
Blacks were expected to never ___________________ with,  ________________________, curse at, or laugh at a 
white person. 
Blacks were to never show superior ______________________ ____ __________________________________ to a 
white person.  
Blacks were not allowed to show public ______________________________ toward one another in public.  

 
Which expectation do you find most disturbing? Why? __________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you think the above behaviors came to exist and become the societal “norm”? ________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you think these rules and expectations affected society (black and white)? ___________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If the year was 1940, how would your life be different based on these rules and expectations? _________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
If you were living during the Jim Crow era, what choices would you have as a citizen to make your displeasure with the 

Jim Crow way of life known? _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What would you be risking in dissenting? ______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
After drawing your State Map and making the US Map of Jim Crow Laws… 
  
Looking at all of these unjust laws, what do you imagine it would have been like living during this time? _____________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Imagine you lived in Virginia and had a sick relative in Florida. What do you think it would have been like to make the 
trip as a black person? _______________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How would your travel have been impacted by Jim Crow laws? ______________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How is it possible that we live in a democracy, yet such unjust laws were passed and enforced for so many? __________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Plessy v. Ferguson 

• 1890, Louisiana implemented the ______________________ _____________ __________________, which 
required Blacks and whites to sit in separate ___________________________ cars. 

• Homer Plessy was only 1/8th black. He could “_______________________________” for white. At the urging of 
activist Albion Tourgee, he sat in the white train car and then announced his ____________________________. 

• He was ____________________________________ and ___________________________________________. 
• The case went to the U.S. ___________________________ _____________________, which ________________ 

the law and said it was _____________ in violation of the U.S. Constitution. 
 

"That [the Separate Car Act] does not conflict with the _____________ ________________________________, 

which abolished ________________________________...is too clear for argument...A statute which implies merely a 

legal distinction between the white and colored races -- a distinction which is founded in the color of the two races, 

and which must always exist so long as white men are distinguished from the other race by color -- has no tendency 

to destroy the legal ____________________________________of the two races... 

“We consider the underlying fallacy of the plaintiff's argument to consist in the assumption that the enforced 

___________________________________________ of the two races stamps the colored race with a badge of 



_______________________________________. If this be so, it is not by reason of anything found in the act, but 

solely because the colored race chooses to put that construction upon it.”  -  Justice Henry Brown 

Impact of Plessy v. Ferguson 
Shaped American views on _____________________ for the next __________________years. 
States used it as ______________________________ to implement more laws that _______________________ 
racial segregation. 
Not overturned until ________________, in Brown v. Board of Education, when it was found to be 
____________________________________________. 

 
Photo of Protestor Questions 
What year do you think this picture was taken? _________________________  
What makes you think this? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What was this man doing while this picture was taken? _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is he carrying this sign? ___________________________________________________________________________ 

What message is the sign trying to convey? ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How does this picture connect to what we’ve learned about Jim Crow? ________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What do you think this man wants? ____________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What does the image say about American democracy? ____________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WWII – The Turning Point 
"Help us get some of the ___________________________of democracy here at ____________________before you 
jump on the 'free other peoples' band wagon and tell us to go forth and die in a ____________________________ 
land."  ~ P. B. Young (editor of the Norfolk Journal and an African American newspaper) 
 
"The nation cannot expect the colored people to feel that the U.S. is worth _________________________if they 
continue to be treated as they are treated ____________________." ~ Eleanor Roosevelt 
 

In spite of these ______________________________they faced at home, numerous African Americans were eager to 

_____________________the armed forces and _________________________their country.  

At first the military proved ______________________________to enlist them or else assigned them to 

_____________________________roles. But in time the army and navy increased opportunities for black men and 

women. 

In _________________, 19 percent of black men were unemployed, and most black families lived in poverty. The huge 

defense buildup that began with the fall of France in June 1940 ended the Great Depression and brought back 

______________________. But blacks were denied an _______________ _________________________.  

WWII – Executive Order #8802 
Using the slogan "We loyal Negro-American citizens demand the _______________________ to work and fight for our 
country," African Americans threatened to march on Washington to ______________________________these rights.  
They forced president Franklin Roosevelt to issue _____________________________ _______________ _____________ 

in 1948, which opened government jobs and defense contract work to African Americans on the basis of ____________ 

pay for equal _______________________. It was the first presidential ___________________ against 

____________________________ since Reconstruction. 



WWII – NAACP 

The war years were tumultuous, but Blacks sensed that out of this ______________________________change might 

come. After the bleak ______________________ of the 1920s and the economic ____________________ of the 1930s, 

there was hope.  

African American newspapers conceived the "__________________ _____ _____________________ —victory over 

both America's enemies abroad and over Jim Crow __________________________ at home.  

In this hopeful atmosphere the ________________________ increased the percentage of registered black 

_________________________ in the South from 2 to 12 percent. Membership in the NAACP itself increased from 

18,000 before the war, to nearly 500,000 at its close. 

The Cold War 

As the Cold War began, America could not claim to be the ____________________________ _______________ 

____________________________________ and ____________________________________when it practiced 

segregation and discrimination at home.  

President Harry Truman fully desegregated the armed forces in ________________________, and a government report 

of 1947 called To Secure These Rights called for "the elimination of segregation from . . . American life."  

The stage was set for the ___________________ _______________ _______________________________. 

Jackie Robinson 

• An excellent embodiment of the spirit of _________________________________ that was present 

during and after the years of WWII. 

• Served his country, 42-44, as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. ____________________________. 

• Never saw combat. 

• Was arrested and court-martialed during boot camp when he ______________________________ to 

move to the back of the segregated bus during training. 

• He was acquitted and received an ________________________________discharge. 

• Played ___________________________________________professionally. 

• Baseball was _________________________________ since the 1880s, so at first he played in the Negro 

Leagues. 

• Chosen by Brooklyn Dodgers to help ______________________________________major league 

baseball. 

• Heralded the desegregation of major league baseball. 
 
“I often wonder whether we do not rest our hopes too much upon _________________________________, upon 
________________________, and upon ____________________________. These are false hopes; believe me, these 
are false hopes.  Liberty lies in the ________________________________ of men and women; when it dies there, no 
constitution, no law, no court can save it . . .” ~Judge Learned Hand 
 
  


